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Press release: 7 July 2009
Parliamentarians stand up for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

- Support for Persons with Disabilities in the new European Parliament 

Today, 9 MEPs gathered together to say “I stand up for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Europe and Overseas”. This group photo marked the end of a Europe-wide signature gathering. At the same time it provided an opportunity for the MEPs to start planning what they could do to support the rights of persons with disabilities during the five years ahead.   

All the MEPs were part of the group of 25 MEPs who were elected having signed the International Disability and Development Consortium’s statement. This is the result of EU-wide signature gathering which has been run by IDDC members during the election campaign - and will be continued at Brussels level to gather support from newly elected MEPs. Signatories represent the 4 main political groups and come from 9 different EU member states. 
“We have seen growing support for the rights of persons with disabilities during the 2004-2009 parliamentary term. The election of 25 parliamentarians who have signed the IDDC statement is an excellent basis for continuing this engagement”, said Johannes Trimmel, Vice Chair of IDDC. “In the current context of crises and threats of cutting development budgets, it is more important than ever to have strong political support for persons with disabilities in developing countries who are often amongst the most marginalised communities” explained Trimmel further. 

The EC, as a signatory to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and manager of up to one-fifth of the EU’s development aid, has an obligation to ensure that the money is spent in a way that includes persons with disabilities. Given the fact that children with disabilities make up one third of the total number of children of primary school age not in school, not one more cent should be spent building inaccessible schools. For development to be truly inclusive, no policy should ever be propped up by EC aid if it fails to take into account the views of persons with disabilities themselves. 
"To ensure this, the newly elected European Parliament has an important role to play." said Fiona Hall MEP. 
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 School for children with hearing impairments in Ethiopia. 
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MEPs in the picture from left to right are Michael Cashman, Jörg Leichtfried, Evelyn Regner, Fiona Hall, Liz Lynne, Eva Lichtenberger, Proinsias de Rossa and Dr. Ádám Kósa. Paul Rübig also was present.
Notes to Editors: 

1) Contacts: 

Celia Cranfield, IDDC EU task group leader, 022750085, eu@light-for-the-world.org 

Lars Bosselmann, CBM EU Policy Officer, 022569001, lars.bosselmann@cbm.org 

2)
- An estimated 150 million children have disabilities (UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, 2006). 75 million children worldwide do not receive any education (UNESCO Global Monitoring report 2009) and one third of them are children with disabilities.

- There are at least 650 million people worldwide with disabilities, this is around 10% of the world’s population and they are the world’s largest minority (UN enable factsheet). 

- The World Bank estimates that 1 in 5 of the world’s poorest people have a disability.  

3) IDDC is a network of 23 international NGOs
[1] supporting the inclusion of persons with disabilities in development efforts in over 100 countries. The IDDC promotes inclusive development, i.e. respecting the full human rights of every person, acknowledging diversity, eradicating poverty and ensuring that all people are fully included and can actively participate in development processes.

4) Pictures may be used free of charge, with credits to Light For The World for that of a school for deaf children in Ethiopia. The group photo of MEPs supporting the statement is from the European Parliament’s photo service. 
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�[1] Action on Disability and Development (ADD), Associazione Italiana Amici di Raoul Follereau (AIFO), CBM, Disabled Peoples Organisation - Denmark (DPOD), Dutch Coalition on Disability and Development (DCDD), EU-CORD, Finnish Disabled People’s International Development Association (FIDIDA), Handicap International (HI), Healthlink Worldwide, International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP), Leonard Cheshire Disability, LIGHT FOR THE WORLD, Liliane Fonds, Norwegian Association of Disabled (NAD), Organismo di Volontariato per la Cooperazione Internazionale la Nostra Famiglia (OVCI), Platform Disability and Development Cooperation (PHOS), Save the Children UK, Sense International, Sightsavers International, Swedish Organisation of Disabled Persons International Aid Association (SHIA), The Leprosy Mission International (TLMI), Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO), World Vision UK
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