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I stand up for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Europe and Overseas

One in five of the world’s poorest people have a disability, yet disability is not considered in world leaders’ plans to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 82% of persons with disabilities live below the poverty line, and one third of children not attending school have a disability. Persons with disabilities constitute one of the largest single groups of excluded and chronically poor people in the world. Without including disability in action to tackle poverty, they will continue to live in poverty, and the MDGs will not be met.

The new UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which has been signed by the European Union, provides the most effective mechanism for ensuring inclusion of disability within international development. It is now critical that the European Union ensures implementation of the UN Convention, and particularly of the obligation to make all international cooperation inclusive of persons with disabilities.

By signing this statement, in my capacity as Member of the European Parliament or as candidate for the elections to the European Parliament 2009, I will:

- Promote a coherent approach to the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities across the European Union, including mainstreaming disability in the EU's development co-operation programmes.

- Ensure that the European Parliament uses its scrutiny role fully throughout the Convention conclusion and implementation process.
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